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ALBANY VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR WATSON (Albany) [12.54 pm]:  I speak today about the Albany volunteer bush fire brigade.  These 
wonderful volunteers freely give their time and put their lives on the line for our community.  I especially 
mention Stan Tait and Allan Smith, two of our volunteers who last Saturday night were awarded 50-year service 
medals.  That is a truly remarkable achievement.  

Stan Tait started at Northam in May 1951, went to Toodyay in 1962 and transferred to the Albany branch in 
1966.  Mr Tait is still actively involved in the brigade marching in the discipline brigades, giving advice to the 
younger members and also auditing the books.   

Allan Smith started in Merredin in 1951 and shifted to Albany in 1960.  Mr Smith was a storeman at both 
Merredin and Albany, and was also coach of the Albany running team.  The experience that these two members 
bring to the brigade is immeasurable, and they are great role models to the rest of the brigade.  

They are not the only long-term members of the brigade, with Garry Byass, Mark Tester, Chris Hunter and Brian 
Abbott each having served over 20 years, and Craig Tester, Francis Musso and Murray Lehman between 15 and 
20 years each.  Greg Hunter, one of the younger members of the brigade, won his second state title in two years 
when he won the one-person Y event this year.  Ian Dunne, Greg Hunter and Craig Tester have been chosen, 
with three full-time officers from Albany, to represent Western Australia this week in the Australian national 
road accident rescue championship at the Hawkesbury.  I wish them well, and I know they will represent our 
State with distinction.   

Next March, the State open competition will be held in Albany.  I congratulate brigade members on all the time 
and effort they have put in to update their facilities to enable them to run this event.   
 


